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Install

Installing Testimonials Showcase Plugin is as simple as installing any other WordPress
Plugin.

Via FTP

1. Upload the ‘testimonials-showcase’ folder to your WordPress plugin directory (
/wp-content/plugins/ )

2. Activate the plugin via your WordPress admin panel

3. A new options tab with the name ‘Testimonials‘ is created in WordPress admin

where you can configure and create your testimonials!
Via WordPress Administration

1. In your WordPress Administration go to: Plugins > Add New > Upload

2. and upload the .zip file of the plugin that you downloaded from CodeCanyon.
3. Active the plugin.



Plugin Overview

The main purpose of this plugin is to display testimonials, reviews, comments or case
studies in your WordPress website. You can display them in different layouts, and you
have a different set of options to control the way they will look like. The layouts can also

contain rich snippets information for search engines.

You can also display a front-end submission form for your visitors to submit testimonials

directly from your page.
You can display the entries in 2 different main ways

e A Grid — The entries will display in a responsive grid, with the number of
columns and the layout settings you choose. It can have from 1 to 6 columns and
you have more than 10 settings to control the visuals of the entries.

e A Slider — A specified number of entries will display in a slider mode, that you

can customise with more than 10 settings.

You can customize and enhance the layout, with several layout options and

pre-built themes

e Number of Columns

e In the grid layouts you can choose how many columns you want to display. The
Columns will be responsive and adapt in different screen sizes.

e Image Shapes and effects

e You will be able to choose if you want the images to display with squared
corners, rounded corners or even circular shaped! In addition you can give them
extra styles, like grayscale, image borders and shadow styles.

e Alignment

e Simple components and text alignment options: center, right of left.

e Composition

e You'll be able to choose if the image will be above, to the right or to the left of the



testimonial content.
Themes
In addition to the options above, you can choose a theme option that will control

the looks of the entries.



Settings

The link for the Settings page is found on the plugin’s menu, under ‘Settings’.

The page is divided in 6 Sections: Basic Settings, Front-end Form, Rich Snippets
Settings, Grid Layout Options, Slider Layout Options and Advanced Settings.

Basic Settings
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Thank you for creating with Word Press, Version 3.8

The Basic Settings include some general settings for the plugin, like the plugin feature



name and image sizes.

Plugin Naming Related Settings

Singular Name — A text string that will display in the administration menus as
the singular title of the plugin menu and on the administration pages.

Plural Name — A Text string to define the plural name of the plugin entries.
Category Menu Name — the text string that will display on the menu to define
the name of the categories style option the plugin includes.

Slug (url text) — This is the text that will display in the link, for the singular pages

of the testimonials. It should not include spaces, just numbers and letters.

Thumbnail Image Settings

The plugin includes options for 2 custom image sizes. Here you can choose the sizes for

them.

Thumbnail Width — Integer value to define the width the image will have. If crop
is off, width value will prevail over the height.

Thumbnail Height — Integer value to define the height in pixels the image will
have.

Crop — Yes or No option to set if the image will be croped to the exact size
defined, or if it will not crop and the width value will prevail to keep the image

aspect ratio.



Front-end Form
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The plugin allows you to include a form in the front-end of your site for users to submit

entries into the testimonials showcase. This entries will only display if you approve them.



This settings page controls the labels and messages of the form.

e Field Labels — Text string that will display in the form.

e Confirmation and Email Settings — The confirmation messages can include
html. They will display after the users submits the form. If you activate the
notification email, a message will be sent to the email entered in the ‘send email

to’ field.

Rich Snippets Settings
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Thank you far creating with Word Press,

Rich Snippets provide meta data about your page to the search engines. In this page you'll
be able to set if this meta information will be included in the code or not, as well as define
other settings. Since the ‘review’ rich snippets require information about which ‘product’ is
being reviewed you can also choose if this information will be fetched from the categories

or you can set a default product name.



Grid & Slider Layout Settings
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The Grid and Slider layout settings pages are very similar since they use the same layout
options. Here you can define some general settings like the Default Image to display when

there is no image set. You can also choose the colours some of the layouts will have.



Advanced Settings

@ & Testimonials Showcase - WordPress Plugin I8 + New Howdy, cmoreira §

@ Dashboard

A Posts
Q) Media
W Pages
P Comments

€€ Testimonials

# Appearance
K¢ Plugins
& Users

& Tools

Settings

© Collapsemenu

Settings
Basic Settings ~ Front-End Form  Rich Snippets Settings ~ Grid Layout Options  Slider Layout Options ~ Advanced Settings

Advanced Settings

Basic settings for the plugin.

Custom C55

Add custom €SS here. it wil be added to the page where the layout will display
Exclude from Search | Exclude entries from general search results

«| If entry doesn't have a featured image but has an email, the plugin will check with the Gravatar service if there is a profile image set for that
email

Use Gravatar

Custom Lightbox Class

attribute If you are using o custom lighthox plugin, ploce here the class name the links should hove so the lightbox initictes.
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Thankyou for creating with WordPress Version 3.8

The Advanced Settings page includes some options to better customize the use of the

plugin.

Custom CSS - You can include CSS code in this text area. It should follow the
CSS syntax rules. This content will be added to the footer code of the page.
Exclude from search — If active, the page content of the testimonial entries won'’t
display in the general search results.

Use Gravatar — If entry doesn’t have a featured image but has an email, the
plugin will check with the Gravatar service if there is a profile image set for that
email.

Custom Lightbox Class - If you are using a custom lightbox plugin, place here
the class name the links should have so the lightbox initiates.

Custom Lightbox rel attribute - If you are using a custom lightbox plugin, place

here the content for the attribute rel="" so the lightbox initiates.



How to add and edit Entries

From Administration Panel

To add a new testimonial from the administration panel, you should select the option



Testimonials > Add New. The above page will display. This works the same way as the

post or pages insert new form.
When adding or editing a new entry, there are 8 main steps:

1. Insert/edit the nameltitle for this entry. MANDATORY

2. Set/Change the featured image. This will be the image that will display. The
process is the same as setting a featured image on a page or post. OPTIONAL

3. Insert/edit the information for this entry. Only the Short Testimonial text area is
the MANDATORY field.

4. Choose a category or add a new one. OPTIONAL

5. Insert/Edit the additional information such as Subtitle of the entry, URLs, Ratings
and email. OPTIONAL

6. Insert/Edit the extended content for this entry. This will display in a single page if
the ‘Read More’ links are active. OPTIONAL

7. Insert/Edit the settings for the image URL.

8. SAVE/UPDATE/PUBLISH the entry.

For more information visit the FAQ section of the documentation.
From Front-End Form

The plugin allows you to include a front-end submission form, so users can directly submit
entries. To include the front-end form on a specific page, you'll need to use a shortcode.
Read the next section to have more information on how to do this. The form will display with

the fields you choose in the shortcode generator.

After the user submits the entry, it will be added to the list of entries, but it will be pending

review. Only after it is ‘published’ it will display in the layouts.



How to display the Entries

Shortcode & PHP Function

To display the testimonials in a page or post, you should use a shortcode.

A shortcode is a WordPress-specific code that lets you do nifty things with very little effort.
Shortcodes can embed files or create objects that would normally require lots of

complicated, ugly code in just one line. Shortcode = shortcut.

You can use the Shortcode Generator to easily build a shortcode that you can copy and

paste it where you need it.

You can also use the shortcode generator to generate a php function that you can use in

your theme files. You just need to click the ‘PHP’ button present above the preview.

There are 3 generators: A Simple Generator, a Advanced Generator and a Front-end form

Generator.



owcase-WordPress Flugin_- B8 0 = New

& Dashboard Shortcode Generator
# Posts Awai Senerstors:  Layout: Simple Query ed Qu fmis Farrr
Q) Media This will generate a layout for the Testimandals. You have some simple options to perform a query to choose which entries to display
M Pages
. Shortcode

® Comment What you want to display shortcode
€€ Testimonials Group [ A . ¥ou Can use the shorcode on your post, pages and teat widgats

Testir Dispigy entries anfy ¢

[show-testimenials orderby="menu_order’ order="ASC’ layout="grid’ options="theme:speech,info-position: nfo-below,text
il Bo;uer Order Attribute & alignmentleftcolumns:Zrating:on display-image:on image-size:ttshowcase_smallimage-shapeicircleimage-effectnoneimage-
Group Ascending % ink:on ] 4
Shortcode Generator & entries with
- i Preview

B Appearan This is a preview only, Once you place the shortcode on your page, it might look different since it will be inbegrated with your layout and some €55 of your theme or

) How you want to disphgy it ither pluging might alfect the way the layout looks like,
K Plugins
; T Layouts  gGrig =

. Lorem ipsumdnlr.u Sit amet, consectetur bCipiSClﬂs elit. Donec
alcs tempor nibh eget orc tincidunt placerat, Sed viverra risus nec

Visual Setti Alicyua t volutpat, Sed adipiscing ultrices felis, at sollictudi
i o gravida dapibus, |n fringills vestibulumm turgis g uis B e e

B Setting: f dui lapreet quis. Sed a rutrum arcw. Etiam metus urna, convallis
condimentumn. Aliquam erat volutpat. Sed adipiscing ultrices S bt it bl il N COMoanisat Mcar b,
Thema Rounded Speech Bubbles ¥ felis, at sollicitudin dui laoreet quis. Sed & rutrurm arow. Etiam S iy PR, . et
quis viverra risus suscipit fringilla.
(4] u Aspect of the grid elements metus urna, convallls et leo at, mattis bibendum mi. Munc
conseguat aUCtor ipsumm, quis viverra risus suscipit fringilla,
Composition thor H
Author Below, Text Above Bruce Kent
n of the o) Larern ipsurm
Clark Wayne
Alignment orem ipsur
Columins
Testimanial Display Testimonial/Review
Title o
StarRating || Display Star Rating below the
author info
Read More Link 1o single page active
Image Settings
Display +| Ifdisabeled, the settings below
Irmage will be ignored
Image Size Custom Small Size *

Image Shi

Image Effect

Image Link follow

entry

Image Size
Owerrice

Rich Snippets

Product
being
reviewed

The Layout Generators

The simple and advanced query generator are the same, except for the query options. The

advanced Generator will have more query options to filter which entries you want to display.



We’'ll go through the options of the Advanced Generator:

e What you want to display

e Groups — categories to filter

e Limit — Number of entries to display

e Order By — Order paramaters

e |Ds to display — Display specific entries by indicating here the IDs.

e Search for Term — Filter entries with specific terms in the title

e Extensive Search for Term — Filter entries with specific terms in the title or meta
fields.

e Publish Status — Publish status filter

e How You want to display It

e Layout — Choose between Grid or Slider layouts

e Theme — Choose the visual theme

e Composition — Composition of the elements

e Alignment — General Alignment of the elements

e Columns — Number of columns to display.

e Testimonial Title — If you wish to display the testimonial title

e Star Rating — If you want to display the star rating

e Read More — If you want the read more link to be active

e Display Image — If you want the image to display

e Image Size — Choose between the image sizes available.

e Image Shape — Choose between the available image shapes

e Image Effect — Choose CSS image effects

e Image Link — If you want to have a link active

e Image Size Override — If you want a custom image size include it here

e Rich Snippets — Product Being Reviewed — Will only display if rich snippets are

active for shortcodes.



Front-End Form Generator
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To insert the front-end submission form on your page you need to generate a shortcode.
There will be the following options:

e Subtitle — Subtitle input active

e URL field — URL input field active
e Display Title Option

e Display Star Rating

e Display Email Field

e Recognise Logged Users

e Default Category

After you choose your options, you can copy the generated shortcode or php function and



place it in the post or page you want it to display.

Translate the plugin

The plugin contains .po and .mo language files. To translate the plugin to your language we

recommend the free plugin Codestyle Localization. After the plugin is installed, you can

follow these steps to translate the plugin:

Go to the option Localization under Tools.

Scroll down to the ‘Testimonials Showcase’ Plugin entry.

If you do not see your language there click on “Add New Language”.
Choose your language and click on “create po-file”.

The plugin creates the files for you. Click on “Rescan” to search for all the
translatable terms and words inside the plugin. It opens a window. Click on
“scan now”.

After the scan is finished click on “Edit” to translate the words.

Translate the words.

When you are done with translation click the button “generate mo-file”.

The steps above will allow you to have another language version for the plugin.
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FAQ

1. Is this plugin Responsive?

2. Yes, the Grid and Carousel layouts in which the testimonials will display are
responsive.

3. Will the Grayscale style work in all browser.

4. Potentially not. So far I've tested it in Firefox, Chrome and IE9 and they worked.
But there are so many browsers out there and potentially the grayscale style
wont work in all.

5. Can | hard-code a grid or slider of testimonials to my WordPress Theme?

6. Yes, you just need to use the PHP Function provided in the Shortcode Generator
option.

7. 1 want to include this plugin in my commercial wordpress template and
sell it, can | do this?

8. You should contact me first so we can discuss this possibility.

THIS DOCUMENTATION FILE IS PART OF THE PLUGIN TESTIMONIALS SHOWCASE
DEVELOPED BY CMOREIRA (2014). MORE INFORMATION AT
CMOREIRA.NET/TESTIMONIALS-SHOWCASE



