
GLEANINGS FROM 
THE HISTORY OF 
YOUTH MINISTRY

LESSONS OF THE PAST RELEVANT 

FOR THE CHURCH TODAY



WHY LOOK TO THE PAST? TODAY IS A NEW DAY!



AN IMPORTANT FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH:



AN IMPORTANT FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH:

God is Already at Work in the

Lives of the Youth you 

Lead and Teach.



LESSON #1: IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS –
IN THE MINISTRY . . .



LESSON #1: IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS –
IN THE MINISTRY . . .  AND WITH GOD
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IN THE MINISTRY . . .  AND WITH GOD

Fostering an “In Christ” life:

• Dead to sin in Christ Identity in Christ Comfort in Christ

• Alive to God in Christ Clothed with Christ Rejoicing in Christ

• Triumph through Christ Chosen in Christ Hope in Christ

• Belonging to Christ Forgiven in Christ Contentment in Christ

• Justified in Christ Seated with Christ Walking in Christ

• New Creation in Christ Sanctified in Christ Learning in Christ



LESSON #1: IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS –
IN THE MINISTRY . . .  AND WITH GOD

What does this mean for you?

• In your ministry efforts, how are you prioritizing 

relationship building with students?

• How are you promoting their growing relationship with 

God?



LESSON #2: PARENTS STILL MATTER
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LESSON #2: PARENTS STILL MATTER

What does this mean for you?

• How are you connecting with and relating to the 

parents of your youth?

• How are you equipping, supporting, and encouraging 

parents in their ongoing discipleship of their children?
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LESSON #3: MENTORS AND ROLE MODELS MATTER

What does this mean for you?

• What are you looking for as you identify and recruit 

good mentors for your youth ministry?

• How are you developing and shepherding your youth 

leaders, encouraging their spiritual vitality and growth?



LESSON #4: CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT 
AND SERVICE MATTERS – “BEING THE CHURCH”
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LESSON #4: CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT 
AND SERVICE MATTERS – “BEING THE CHURCH”

What does this mean for you?

• How are you helping your youth “be the church” today?

• How are you helping youth be involved in the full life of 

the church, not just the youth group?

• How can you multiply opportunities for ministry 

involvement for youth in your church?



LESSON #5: BOTH PEER GROUPS AND 
INTERGENERATIONAL EXPERIENCES MATTER
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LESSON #5: BOTH PEER GROUPS AND 
INTERGENERATIONAL EXPERIENCES MATTER

What does this mean for you?

• When and how are youth involved in learning and 

growing with others in their church, not just in their 

youth group?

• How can you work with other ministry leaders in your 

churches to involve youth in ministries across the age 

groups, not just isolate them in the youth group?
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SUPPORTIVE, THINKING CLIMATE MATTERS

What does this mean for you?

• Are you providing space for honest questions in a supportive 

environment? Do you provide opportunities to study the 

Scripture on issues students raise? [Note: Power of small groups]

• How do you help youth recognize that this kind of questioning is 

a normal part of growing into a strong, mature faith?

• How are you modeling your own journey of questions and how 

God has helped?

• Do your youth know that they are loved deeply, whether or not 

they accept your teaching?



LESSON #7: FOSTERING PERSONAL 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES MATTERS
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LESSON #7: FOSTERING PERSONAL 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES MATTERS

What does this mean for you?

• How are you modeling the value of personal spiritual 

disciplines?

• How are you encouraging, teaching about, and 

resourcing your youths’ devotional practices?

• When are students encouraged to share what they are 

learning in their devotional times?



SEVEN GLEANINGS FROM THE 
HISTORY OF YOUTH MINISTRY:

• It’s all about relationships – in ministry and with God

• Parents still matter

• Mentors and role models matter

• Congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the 

church”

• Both peer groups and intergenerational experiences matter

• Scripture engagement in a supportive, thinking climate matters

• Fostering personal spiritual disciplines matters


	Slide 1: Gleanings from  the history of  youth ministry
	Slide 2: Why look to the past? Today is a new day!
	Slide 3: An important foundational truth:
	Slide 4: An important foundational truth:
	Slide 5: Lesson #1: It’s all about relationships –  In the ministry . . .
	Slide 6: Lesson #1: It’s all about relationships –  In the ministry . . .  and with God
	Slide 7: Lesson #1: It’s all about relationships –  In the ministry . . .  and with God
	Slide 8: Lesson #1: It’s all about relationships –  In the ministry . . .  and with God
	Slide 9: Lesson #2: Parents still matter
	Slide 10: Lesson #2: Parents still matter
	Slide 11: Lesson #2: Parents still matter
	Slide 12: Lesson #3: Mentors and role models matter
	Slide 13: Lesson #3: Mentors and role models matter
	Slide 14: Lesson #3: Mentors and role models matter
	Slide 15: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 16: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 17: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 18: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 19: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 20: Lesson #4: congregational involvement and service matters – “Being the church”
	Slide 21: Lesson #5: Both peer groups and intergenerational experiences matter
	Slide 22: Lesson #5: Both peer groups and intergenerational experiences matter
	Slide 23: Lesson #5: Both peer groups and intergenerational experiences matter
	Slide 24: Lesson #6:  Scripture engagement in a supportive, Thinking Climate matters
	Slide 25: Lesson #6:  Scripture engagement in a supportive, Thinking Climate matters
	Slide 26: Lesson #6:  Scripture engagement in a supportive, Thinking Climate matters
	Slide 27: Lesson #7: Fostering personal spiritual disciplines matters
	Slide 28: Lesson #7: Fostering personal spiritual disciplines matters
	Slide 29: Lesson #7: Fostering personal spiritual disciplines matters
	Slide 30: Seven Gleanings from the  History of Youth Ministry: 

